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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This online iteration of Poetic Technique is designed with three primary goals in mind: prepare 
you to participate in advanced poetry workshops; situate the learning of poetry within your 
own hands; and equip you to discuss poetry in terms of technical, craft-based language. As 
such, the course is unofficially divided into two sections. In the first, you watch two short, 
weekly videos on genre and craft, discuss your learning with your peers, and synthesize this 
learning with weekly activities. In the second section, you read and explicate poems from two 
full-length books of poetry, submit two original poems for workshop, and provide written 
feedback on your peers’ poems, using language acquired in the first half of the semester. The 
term culminates in a Final Portfolio, which includes four revised poems, an “Image Vase,” 
and a short reflection on your learning.  

 
OBJECTIVES  

By the end of the semester, you will demonstrate the ability to: 
• Identify conventions of poetic genres; 
• Read and discuss a poem’s structural features; 
• Draft and revise prompted and unprompted poetry; 
• Create a syllabic sonnet and a dramatic monologue;  
• Provide constructive peer feedback, using craft-based language; 
• Explicate poetry. 

 
REQUIRED MATERIALS  

You’re only required to buy two books of poetry; we’ll decide on the books by casting ballots 
on the second week of class. Remaining course materials are provided. Internet access 
(specifically, YouTube and Canvas) is also required. 

 
COURSE POLICIES 

Participation 
In an online course, participation is proven by the successful completion of assignments. 
Under-engagement with either the videos or readings will be evidenced in assignments and 
will impact your grade. Assignment descriptions are provided either in written form or orally 
via the twice-weekly videos; adherence to these descriptions are the sole grading rubric. 

Decorum 
Whatever your reason for choosing this course, your decision reveals your commitment to the 
subject matter as well as your interest in creating a productive learning environment. The 
following list comprises your responsibilities for maintaining productive and respectful 
discussion dynamics: 

• We’ll discuss emotional, controversial, social, and personal issues. Such conversations can 
become lively, and while I encourage you to express and explore your ideas, you must be 
respectful of your peers and the poets we read. No disrespectful, profane, abusive, or hateful 
language will be tolerated. Disrespectful language &/or behavior may result in punitive action 
in consultation with the dean.  
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• When drafting feedback for peers’ poems, we will learn how to observe what a poem does, 
rather than speaking to what we think it should do. As such, we will not use statements that 
prescribe rather than describe (“you should,” “have you considered,” “what if”), or value 
judgments (“I like,” “this is good,” “it’s not great”) in feedback. We state what a poem does, 
not what we think it should do. 

• Among other reasons, you have chosen this course to learn something about its proposed 
topic. To do so, you must be exposed to in-discussion insights and assigned readings with 
which you may disagree or that may make you uncomfortable. No matter your political, social, 
&/or religious loyalties, engage these insights and readings thoughtfully. Avoid responses 
based solely on what you believe; instead, logically evaluate the strength of an argument based 
on its rhetorical and literary strategies. 

• Recognize that not all social groups or identity categories are visible. Sexual orientation, 
gender, nationality, disability, ethnicity, HIV status, mental health status, economic &/or social 
class, as well as one’s conservatism, liberalism, radicalism, &/or religion are some of the 
categories that may be represented in the classroom but may not be visible to the eye. Please 
don’t make assumptions based on what you think you see. 

• Be mindful that an individual from a particular group does not represent that entire group. 
Refrain from in/directly asking any individual (including yourself) to do so. 

UNIVERSITY POLICIES 
Academic Honor Policy  

The Florida State University Academic Honor Policy outlines the University’s expectations 
for the integrity of students’ academic work, the procedures for resolving alleged violations of 
those expectations, and the rights and responsibilities of students and faculty members 
throughout the process. Students are responsible for reading the Academic Honor Policy and 
for living up to their pledge to “...be honest and truthful and...[to] strive for personal and 
institutional integrity at Florida State University.” (Florida State University Academic Honor 
Policy, found at http://fda.fsu.edu/Academics/Academic- Honor-Policy.)  

Americans with Disabilities Act  
Students with disabilities needing academic accommodation should: (1) register with and 
provide documentation to the Student Disability Resource Center; and (2) bring a letter to the 
instructor indicating the need for accommodation and what type. Please note that instructors 
are not allowed to provide classroom accommodation to a student until appropriate 
verification from the Student Disability Resource Center has been provided. This syllabus and 
other class materials are available in alternative format upon request. For more information 
about services available to FSU students with disabilities, contact: 
Student Disability Resource Center 
874 Traditions Way 
108 Student Services Building 
Florida State University 
Tallahassee, FL 32306-4167 
(850) 644-9566 (voice) 
(850) 644-8504 (TDD) 
sdrc@admin.fsu.edu 
http://www.disabilitycenter.fsu.edu/ 
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Free Tutoring from FSU  
On-campus tutoring and writing assistance is available for many courses at Florida State 
University. For more information, visit the Academic Center for Excellence (ACE) Tutoring 
Services’ comprehensive list of on-campus tutoring options at http://ace.fsu.edu/tutoring or 
tutor@fsu.edu. High-quality tutoring is available by appointment and on a walk-in basis. These 
services are offered by tutors trained to encourage the highest level of individual academic 
success while upholding personal academic integrity.  

Liberal Studies for the 21st Century  
The Liberal Studies for the 21st Century Program at Florida State University builds an 
educational foundation that will enable FSU graduates to thrive both intellectually and 
materially and to support themselves, their families, and their communities through a broad 
and critical engagement with the world in which they live and work. Liberal Studies thus offers 
a transformative experience. This course has been approved as meeting the Liberal Studies 
requirements for English and thus is designed to help you become a clear, creative, and 
convincing communicator, as well as a critical reader.  

Syllabus Change Policy  
Except for changes that substantially affect implementation of the evaluation (grading) 
statement, this syllabus is a guide for the course and is subject to change with advance notice.  

 
GRADING 

8/28  Image Vase 2% 
8/28  Notes, Week 1  2% 
9/4  Agon Activity 2% 
9/4  Book Ballot 2% 
9/4  Notes, Week 2 2% 
9/11  Dramatic Monologue 2% 
9/11  Notes, Week 3 2% 
9/18  Ode Activity 2% 
9/18  Notes, Week 4 2% 
9/25  Sonnet  2% 
9/25  Notes, Week 5 2% 
10/2  Line Activity 2% 
10/2  Notes, Week 6 2% 
10/9  Organizing Principles Activity 2% 
10/9  Notes, Week 7 2% 
10/16 Explication (Book 1) 5% 
10/16 Workshop 1 Poem 10% 
10/23 Workshop 1 Feedback for Group 1 5% 
10/30 Workshop 1 Feedback for Group 2 5% 
11/6  Explication (Book 2) 5% 
11/6  Workshop 2 Poem 10% 
11/12 Workshop 2 Feedback for Group 1 5% 
11/20 Workshop 2 Feedback for Group 2 5% 
12/4  Final Portfolio 15% 
  — 
  100% 

 
 Late Work  

All assignments are visible from the start of the semester. As such, please make every effort 
to turn all assignments in early or on time. Assignments from the first seven weeks of the 
semester will be penalized 10% per day late. Assignments from the second seven weeks of the 
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term will be penalized 20% per day late. Failure to turn in the Final Portfolio by the due date 
will result in course failure. Documented emergencies are the only exception to this policy.  

 
CLASS SCHEDULE 

Work is due no later than Friday each week. I suggest, for the first seven weeks, you watch the videos on Mondays 
and Wednesdays, and submit notes online by Wednesday nights (so you have time to respond to others’ 
notes by the Friday deadlines).   
 
Week 1 (8/24 – 30): Image // Prose Poem 

 Notes / Image Vase  
 

Week 2 (8/31 – 9/6): Agon // Elegy  
 Notes / Agon Activity / Book Ballot  
 

Week 3 (9/7 – 13): Speaker // Dramatic Monologue  
 Notes / Dramatic Monologue  
 

Week 4 (9/14 – 20): Audience // Ode  
 Notes / Ode Activity  
 

Week 5 (9/21 – 27): Gesture // Sonnet  
 Notes / Sonnet 
 

Week 6 (9/28 – 4): Line // Tension 
 Notes / Line Activity  
 

Week 7 (10/5 – 11): Temporality // Assorted  
 Notes / Organizing Principles Activity  
 

Week 8 (10/12 – 18): Book 1 (TBD) 
 Explication / Poem for Workshop 1  

 

Week 9 (10/19 – 25): Workshop 1, Group 1  
 Feedback 

 

Week 10 (10/26 – 11/1): Workshop 1, Group 2 
 Feedback 

 

Week 11 (11/2 – 8): Book 2 (TBD) 
 Explication / Poem for Workshop 2  

 

Week 12 (11/9 – 15): Workshop 2, Group 1 
 Feedback 

 

Week 13 (11/16 – 22): Workshop 2, Group 2 
 Feedback 

 

Thanksgiving Week: No Class 
 

Week 14 (12/1 – 6): Semester Roundup 
 Final Portfolio  


